THE ECONOMIC ASPECT OF ISLAMIC CULTURE

Wealth is one of the necessities of life. Allah has made wealth the means of
providing comfort for human and his needs. Allah has made wealth one of the
charms of human life. A person spends his whole life struggling to attain and
collect wealth, and the same wealth is a test for him. Allah Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning: "Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet:
Women and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood
and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the
possessions of this world’s life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To
return to).” (Surah Aal-e-Imran, Verse 14)
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The passion to collect wealth sometimes persuades man to leave the Halaal
resources and to choose Haraam resources, due to which he becomes the slave of
wealth and follows it completely. Sometimes, a person does not control his desires
and spends money in those areas where it becomes the source of his destruction as
well as the destruction of the whole society. Therefore, Islam has formulated a rule
to earn and spend the wealth. Islam has made this clear that man is answerable
about his wealth and its expenditure. Islam has explained to the people about the
love of wealth and its consequences. This point is clearly made in this hadith of

Prophet (,is:2):
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Translation: “A person would not be able to drag his feet from the court of Allah,
till he is asked about his age that where he spends it and in what activities, and how
much he follows his learned knowledge, from where he earns his income and
where he spends it, and where he spends his self and energy.” (Tirmizi)

And Allah Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning : “O ye who believe! Let not your riches or your children
divert you from the remembrance of Allah. If any act thus, the loss is therr own.”

(Surah Al Munafigoon, Verse 9)

And Allah says at another place:
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Translation of Meaning : ““Your riches and your children may be but a trial: but in
the Presence of Allah, is the highest Reward.” (Surah Al Taghabun, Verse 15)

It is important for a Muslim to have knowledge of some of the things related to
wealth:

1. Like the other things present in the universe, wealth is also the property of
Allah.

2. Wealth is the property of Allah and man is its trustee. If he spends the wealth in
good ways then there is excellent reward for him and if he spends it extravagantly
then he is to answer in the court of Allah.

3. Wealth is the way of living one’s respectable life. It is not the purpose of life for
which a person always struggles and wastes his whole life in it. A true Muslim is
not ignorant of the importance of wealth. This is why, he earns money by Halaal
means only and he spends it merely in the favourite deeds of Allah.

4. The wealth that a person has earned by Halaal means is his property only, and it
Is compulsory on him to protect it and no one is allowed to take it from him.

On the basis of the previous rules and regulations described earlier, a person has
full right to spend his wealth whether it is the matter of earning or spending it or
managing it. The money that person has earned by halaal means has some right
liged on it too.
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