SHAFA’AH: INTERCESSION

A believer knows well and is fully convinced that on the Day of Judgment the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) will intercede to God on
behalf of his followers. This intercession will be of the highest order. This is
what has been described as the “praiseworthy status’ in the holy Quran in these
words:
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(Translation of meaning) [“. . . It may be that thy Lord will raise thee to a
praised estate” (Al-lsra: 79)].

On the Day of Resurrection every community will go to its own apostle seeking
intercession. Each apostle will refer them to the apostle succeeding him.
Ultimately people will approach the last apostle Hadrat Muhammad (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam). He will then prostrate beneath the Divine Throne and
intercede on behalf of the believers. The gist of the related tradition is that on
the Day of Resurrection the sun will be lying very low. The people will be
drowned in sweat up to their ears. In this condition they will go to Hadrat Adam
(Alaihis Salam) for intercession. He will express his inability to do so. Then
they will approach Hadrat Musa (Alaihis Salam) who will give the same reply.
Ultimately they will approach Hadrat Muhammad (salldllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) who will intercede on their behalf. On the same day Allah will install
him on the praiseworthy status which He had promised him. That day all beings
will praise Allah (Bukhari).

On the Day of Judgment, God will accept the intercession of the Apostles,
savants and the martyrs. The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
said:
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(Translation of meaning) On the Day of Resurrection three will intercede: The
Apostles, then the theologians, then the martyrs (lbn Majah). Allah has
proclaimed:
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(Translation of meaning) [ “That nobody’s intercession will benefit except that
of one whom the Beneficent allows and whose words He accepts” (Taha: 109)].
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Describing the reward of a martyr [shaheed] the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said:

L) (il 8 20335 «cuall A G 250505 iad) (e 8328 (5 05 cAad (ho A2l J51 3 4T 83)
() ahall) "8l e

(Translation of meaning) As soon as his blood flows Allah forgives all his sins
and he is shown his dwelling in the paradise. He is married with the hurries.
And he will become entitled to intercede on behalf of seventy of his relatives
(At-Tabrani).  According to another tradition, the Messenger of Allah
(sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said
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(Translation of meaning) There are in my community [ummah] people who will
intercede on behalf of a whole lot of people, some who will intercede on behalf
of a tribe, and some who will intercede on behalf of a group and some who will
intercede for a few people, till they all enter the Garden (Tirmidhi).

According to another tradition, the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said:

i L ey i) A I G cahlall 058 eaiall (i s G
(aeal) « laaid ca aald JHIL 250 Aada Oy 1410l Jsai

(Translation of meaning) On the Day of Judgment the fast [saum] and the holy
Quran both will intercede on behalf of the fasters and the reciters of the holy
Quran. The fast will say: O my God | prevented him from eating and drinking
and indulging in bodily pleasures. Please accept my intercession on his behalf.
The Quran will say: O my God | prevented him from sleeping in the night.
Please accept my intercession on his behalf. Allah will accept the intercessions
of both (Ahmad).
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