Hisaab: Reckoning on the Day of Judgement

A Muslim also believes that on the Day of Judgment God the Almighty will
take the account of all good and bad deeds of his slaves. Thus Allah has
proclaimed:
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(Translation of meaning) [“Whoso bringeth a good deed, he will have better
than the same; while as for him who bringeth an ill deed, those who do ill deeds

will be requited only what they did” (Al-Qasas; 84)].

Allah has appointed angels to record all deeds of men. According to a tradition,
the Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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(Translation of meaning) On the Day of Judgment Allah will declare: O my
slaves! This is the record of all your deeds. | will compensate you for all this.
Those who get better rewards should praise their Creator and those who got
otherwise should only blame themselves (Muslim).

On that day the rewards of Garden or Hell will be made on the basis of justice.
Everybody will be handed over the book of his deeds. In the holy Quran Allah
declares:
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(Translation of meaning) [“And every man’s augury have We fastened to his
own neck, and We shall bring forth for him on the Day of Resurrection a book
which he will find wide open. [And it will be said unto him]: Read thy book. Thy
soul sufficeth as reckoner against thee this day” (Al-Isra: 13-14).

According to another Quranic dictum:
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(Translation of meaning) [ “Certainly He has enclosed them all and counted
them all and all of them will present themselves on the Day of Resurrection one
by one” (Maryam: 94-95)

The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)said:
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(Translation of meaning) “There will be none of you who Allah does not speak
to directly on the Day of Judgment. [On that day] There will be no mediator
between Allah and him” (Al-Bukhari).

On the Day of Judgment only those will be subjected to interrogation whose
sins are enormous. As narrated by Hadrat Ayesha (RadhiAllahu Anha) the
Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: One who is subjected
to give an account of his deed on the Day of Judgment shall perish. Hadrat
Ayesha (RadhiAllahu Anha) asked him; O Messenger of Allah, it is said in the
Quran that those who get their accounts in their right hands shall be reckoned
lightly:
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(Translation of meaning) [ “However, those whose accounts are given in their
right hands shall be accounted lightly ” (Al-Inshigaq: 7-8)]. The Messenger of
Allah said here accountability means merely their presence before God. But
those are made to give their accounts are bound to receive their punishment.

On the day of resurrection, everybody will be given his record of deeds in his
hand. This record will contain all the deeds whether good or evil. A believer
will be given his record of deeds in his right hand, upon which, he will rejoice,
while the disbelievers will be given their record of deeds in their left hands upon
which, they will know that the hell will be their abode.

This procedure of reckoning has been vividly described in the holy Quran in
these words:
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(Translation of meaning) [ “Then, as for him who is given his record in his right
hand, he will say: Take, read my book! Surely | knew that | should have to meet
my reckoning. Then he will be in a blissful state. In a high Garden. Whereof the
clusters are of easy reach. [And it will be said unto those therein]: Eat and
drink at ease for that which ye sent on before you in past days. But for which is
given his record in his left hand, he will say: Oh, would that | had not been
given my book. And knew not my reckoning! Oh, would that it had been death!
My wealth hath not availed me; My power hath gone from me. [It will be said]:
Take him and fetter him. And then expose him to hell-fire ” (Al-Haggah: 19-31)].

On the day of reckoning, some persons’ account will be light and they will be
reckoned lightly. Only they will receive a record of their deeds, their sins
forgiven and Paradise made their reward. Contrarily, the accounts of some
people will be heavy and they will be subjected to strict reckoning, made to
answer to all questions about their deeds, and will face ignominy before those
assembled.

The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:
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(Translation of meaning) No man could move away from the presence of Allah
unless he has been questioned about the purposes for which he spent the life-
span given to him; about how far did he practice the knowledge given to him;
about wherefrom did he earn his money and where did he spend it; and about
how did he use the body which was given to him, (Tirmidhi).

One manifestation of the Day of Judgment will be that some people shall be
admitted to the Garden without being subjected to reckoning. The Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said that
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(Translation of meaning) Almost seventy thousands of my community shall
enter the Garden without any reckoning (Muslim).
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The Day of Judgment will be a peculiar day: At the time of reckoning a number
of witnesses shall be produced who will give their testimony. Allah has
pronounced:
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(Translation of meaning) [“Till, when they reach it, their ears and their eyes
and their skins testify against them as to what they used to do” (Fussilat: 20)].

In another place it is said:
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(Translation of meaning) [“That day their tongues and hands and feet will
testify against them regarding what they used to do” (An-Nur: 24)].

Even the earth will testify about what was committed on its surface. Thus Allah
says:
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(Translation of meaning) [“When the earth is shaken with its [final]
earthquake. And the earth yields up her burdens. And man saith: What aileth it?
That day it will relate her chronicles. Because thy Lord inspireth it. That day
mankind will issue forth in scattered groups to be shown their deeds. And whoso
doeth good an atom’s weight will see it then. And whoso doeth ill an atom’s

weight wil/ see it then” (Az-Zilzal: 1-8)].

Hadrat Abu Hurairah (RadhiAllahu Anhu) has narrated that: When the Prophet
sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam recited this Ayat that ESSEN A X% “On that
day the earth will tell its chronicles” he asked his Companions do you know
what is meant by the chronicles of the earth. The companions replied "Allah and
His messenger know better " Then Allah's messenger (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said that chronicles mean that the earth will report against every nation
and individual about what acts were committed by them and on what times.
These are the chronicles of the earth (Tirmizi and Nasai).
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On the Day of Judgment one’s money will also testify in one’s favour or against
him. If he spent his money to help the poor, the destitute, the orphans and the
needy journeymen then his money will testify in his favour. But if the money
was obtained illegitimately then it will be like food consumed but which does
not satisfy hunger. On the Last Day this money will testify against him.

Every Muslim also knows that on the Day of Resurrection the first thing which
shall be the subject of questioning will be one’s salat. If it is held to be
performed properly then his all other deeds will be held as good. But if it is held
to be performed defectively then his all other deeds will be judged as defective
and rejected. The Messenger of Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said.:
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(Translation of meaning) The first proceeding of the Day of Judgment shall be
the scrutiny of one’s salat. If it is found perfect it will be accepted from the
performer along with all the rest of his deeds; but if found defective it will be
returned to him along with the rest of his deeds (Malik). So far as the rights of
the slaves of God are concerned, the first thing that will have to be reckoned
with will be the blood [murder]. In inter-personal matters, the Messenger of
Allah (sallAllahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: The first object of questioning shall
be the blood (Al-Bukhari & Muslim). Thereafter, it will be followed by
questioning about one’s life-span and how was it utilized.
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