VIRTUE OF CHARITY

It is highly rewarding to spend in the way of Allah and it has various
benefits in the world and the Hereafter, too. Allah Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning: “Tell My bondmen who believe to establish
worship and spend of that which We have given them, secretly and
publicly, before a day cometh wherein there will be neither traffick nor
befriending.” [Ibrahim:31]

Translation of Meaning: “Spend your wealth for the cause of Allah.”[Al-
Bagarah:195]
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Translation of Meaning: “O ye who believe! spend of that Wherew1th We
have provided you.” [Al-Bagarah:254]
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Translation of Meaning: “O ye who believe! Spend of the good things
which ye have earned.” [Al-Bagarah:267]

Likewise, there are numerous ahadeeths which describe the virtue of
charity. Allah's Messenger (.52 said:
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Translation: “There will be none among you but his Lord will speak to
him, and there will be no interpreter between them. He (the man) would
see towards his right and would not find anything but (the deeds) which
he had done before, and he would see towards the left and would not find
anything but (the deeds) which he had done before. He would see in front
of him and would find nothing but Fire just before his face. So protect
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(yourselves) against Fire even if it is with the help of half a date.”
[Bukhari & Muslim]

This hadith clearly states that among the deeds, besides Oneness of God,
that will be of helpful on the day of judgment, assisting any poor, orphan,
destitute or widow assumes great importance. It does not matter whether
assistance is of less or much in nature, Allah will increase it in weight.

Umar bin Khattab (Radhi Allahu Anhu) said:
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Translation: Hazrat Umar (Radhi Allahu Anhu) said, “It has been
mentioned to me that the deeds will boast against each other and the
charity will say: I am the greatest of you.”

Benefits of charity:

1. Charity keeps off Allah’s anger: The Messenger of Allah (2s.) said:
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Translation of Meaning: “Surely sadagah (optional charity) cools down
the anger of the Lord and protects one from an evil death” [Tirmizi ]

2. Charity ends sins: The Messenger of Allah (i) said:
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Translation: “And charity obliterates sin as water extinguishes
fire.”[Tirmizi ]

3. Giving.in charity, even little, saves from Fire:

[aloe 5 sl ] w35 B3y 515 AN ) 18,
Translation: “So protect (yourselves) against Fire even if it is with the
help of half a date.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

4. On the Doomsday the charity doer will be in the shadow of charity:
The Messenger of Allah (2s:2) said: |

Translation: “Everyone will be under the shadow of his charity until
people have been accounted for.”
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The narrator says about ‘Abul Khair”, “He did not let any day pass except
that he has given something in charity, even though it is sweet bread or
onion.” [Tirmizi ]

The Messenger of Allah (is:%) has counted the charity givers among the
seven people who will be shadowed by Allah on the Day when there will
be no other shade. )
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Translation: “A man who gives in charity and hides it, such that his left
hand does not know what his right hand gives in charity.” [Bukhari &
Muslim]

5. In charity there is cure for bodily illnesses: The Messenger of Allah
(ilst) said:

[eelal moaall] Balally 2L sa 13510y
Translation of Meaning: “Treat your ill people with charity.” [Sahih Al-
Jame |

6. Charity also cures inner illness: Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allahu Anhu)
narrates that a man came to the Prophet (.i5:2) and complained him about
his strictness of heart. The Prophet (ist) said:
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Translation: “If you wish to soften your heart, feed the destitute and have
an affectionate hand over the head of an orphan.” [Musnad Ahmad]

7. Allah keeps off many troubles due to charity as Hazrat Yahya (Alaihis
Salam) had said maklng a will to Banu Israel:
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Translation: “And | command you to give sadagah. Its similitude is like
that of a man who is imprisoned by his enemy. They tie his hand to his
neck and take him to be executed. He offers, ‘I pay ransom to you the
little or much, and he ransoms himself from them.” [Sahih Al-Jame]
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8. The slave finds reality of righteousness only through charity: Allah
Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning: “Ye will not attain unto piety until ye spend of
that which ye love.”[ Aal Imran:92]

9. The angels pray for charity giver while they curse upon the miser. The

Messenger of Allah ( ““'ﬁ) said:
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Translation: “Every day two angels come down from Heaven and one of

them says, ‘O Allah! Compensate every person who spends in Your

Cause,” and the other (angel) says, ‘O Allah! Destroy every miser.’
[Bukhari & Muslim]

10. Only what a rich man spends will benefit him on Doomsday. Allah
says:
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Translation of Meaning: “And whatsoever good thing ye spend, it is for
yourselves.” [Al-Bagarah:272]

Narrated by Aayisha (Radhi Allahu Anha) that they slaughtered a goat.
The Messenger of Allah (.5:2) asked if something was remaining from

its flesh. 1 said, ‘Only a hind leg of the goat is remaining.” He said,
‘Whole meat except the hind leg remains.” [Muslim]

11. Charity does not lead to decrease in wealth: The Messenger of Allah

(Mm) said:
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Translation of Meaning: “Charity does not, in any way, decrease the

wealth and the servant who forgives Allah adds to his respect, and the one

who shows humility Allah elevates him in the estimation (of the people).”
[Muslim]
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12. Allah Almighty multiplies the rewards of charity giver. Allah
Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning: “Lo! those who give alms, both men and
women, and lend unto Allah a goodly loan, it will be doubled for them,
and theirs will be a rich reward.” [Al-Hadeed:18]
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Translation of Meaning: "Who is it that will lend unto Allah a goodly
loan, so that He may give it increase manifold?”’[ Al-Bagarah:245]

13. Who gives charity will enter the Paradise through a special gate called
‘Gate of Charity’. The Messenger of Allah (is:%) said:
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Translation: “Whoever gives two kinds (of things or property) in charity
for Allah’s Cause, will be called from the gates of Paradise and will be
addressed, ‘O slaves of Allah! This gate is better.” So, whoever was
amongst the people who used to offer their prayers, will be called from
the gate of the prayer; and whoever was amongst the people who used to
participate in Jihad, will be called from the gate of Jihad; and whoever
was amongst those who used to observe fasts, will be called from the gate
of Ar-Raiyan; whoever was amongst those who used to give in charity,
will be called from the gate of charity.” Abu Bakr said, “Let my parents
be sacrificed for you, O Allah’s Apostle! No distress or need will befall
him who will be called from those gates. Will there be any one who will
be called from all these gates?”” The Prophet (iisa%) replied, “Yes, and I
hope you will be one of them.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

14. Charity causes inner satisfaction: Allah Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning: “And whoso is saved from his own avarice —
such are they who are successful.”’[Al-Hashr:9]

The Messenger of Allah ( ““‘4;1;) said:
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Translation : “The example of a miser and the one who gives in charity, is
like the example of two men wearing iron cloaks so tightly that their arms
are raised forcibly towards their collar—bones. So, whenever a charitable
person wants to give in charity, his cloak spreads over his body so much
so that it wipes out his traces, but whenever the miser wants to give in
charity, the rings (of the iron cloak) come closer to each other and press
over his body, and his hands gets connected to his collar—bones. The
miser then tries to widen it but in vain.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

It means that a generous person finds pleasure in spending money and it
extends his heart, while the iron ring of the miser clings to his chest in the
first step and so he is not enabled to give in charity. His hands remain tied
to iron ring.
15. Every righteous deed is a charity: The Messenger of Allah (s.%)
said:

[alas 5 i) « K83la iy pa (K
Translation: “Every righteous deed is a charity.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

16. Charity is a proof of faith: The Messenger of Allah (is:%) said:

[alae] «la o RBalallyy
Translation of Meaning: “Charity is proof [of one’s faith].” [Bukhari &
Muslim]

Imam Nawawi (may Allah have mercy upon him) has written explaining
the hadith that charity is a proof of a believer’s faith because a hypocrite
does not give in charity due to his thought that it is not beneficial in
anyway. While a believer confess to charity, spends with the intention of
getting reward and this proves his faith.
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17. Charity purifies wealth: The Messenger of Allah addressing the

traders said:
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Translation: “O businessmen, false oath and wrong communication may

occur in business negotiation (or transaction). Wash it away with

charity.”[Ibn Majah, Nasa’i, Ahmad]

The greatest charity in terms of reward:

1. Hidden charity: because it has sincerity in it. Allah says:
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Translation of Meaning: “If ye publish your almsgiving, it is well, but if

ye hide it and give it to the poor, it will be better for you.”’[Al-
Bagarah:271]

2. It is more virtuous to give in charity while a man is healthy and
longing for wealth. Hazrat Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allahu Anhu) narrated

that a man came to the Prophet (s.%) and asked him which was the most

virtuous of the charities. He (%) replied:
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Translation: “The charity which you practice ‘while yolu are healthy,

niggardly and afraid of poverty and wish to become wealthy. Do not

delay it to the time of approaching death and then say, ‘Give so much to

such and such, and so much to such and such.” And it has already
belonged to such and such (as it is too late).” [Bukhari & Muslim]

3. Giving optional charity after paying the obligatory. Allah Almighty
says:
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Translation of Meaning:“And they ask thee what they ought to spend.
Say: that which is superfluous.”[Al-Bagarah:219]

The Messenger of Allah (is:) said:
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[phan 5 s a] «ie ek de (8 L dlall Sy,
Translation: “The best charity is that which is practiced by a wealthy
person.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

4. During financial hardships giving in charity as per the capacity:
Hazrat Abu Hurairah (Radhi Allahu Anhu) narrates that he asked the
Messenger (s.%) what kind of sadagah is the most excellept? He replied:

[251 0] « 535 (g 13315 Jaad) gy
Translation of Meaning: “What a man with little property can afford to
give; and begin with those for whom you are responsible.”[ Abu Dawood]

5. Spending on children: The Messenger of Allah (s.%) said:
[aln 5 (5 lan] «i8iia AT 08 AEAS A o 258 & 13 JA50,
Translation: “When the man spends what he spends on his family

intending to receive Allah’s reward it is regarded as sadaqah [charity] for
him.” [Bukhari & Muslim]

6. Spending on close relatives: Hazrat Abu Talha (Radhi Allahu Anhu)
was the richest Ansari companion due to his date gardens. And among his
gardens he liked most the “Bairuha” garden. It existed in the rear of
Masjid an-Nabwi and the Messenger of Allah (.5:) would go there and
drink its sweet water. When this verse was revealed:
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Translation of Meaning: “Ye will not attain unto piety until ye spend of
that which ye love.” [Aal Imran:92]
Hearing this verse Hazrat Abu Talha (Radhi Allahu Anhu) came to the
Messenger of Allah (/s%) and said, “O Messenger of Allah (il5:2)!
Allah says: Translation of Meaning: ‘Ye will not attain unto piety until ye
spend of that which ye love.” And I love most my Bairuha garden, so I
give it in Allah’s way expecting rewards for it and hoping it would be a
treasure for me in the Hereafter. Use it where you deem suitable.” The
Messenger of Allah (s:%) said that it is a much profiteering business and

what you said | heard and | deem it proper that you give to some of your
close relatives. Abu Talha (Radhi Allahu Anhu) said, “O the Messenger
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of Allah! I will do only this.” So, he gave it to his relatives and cousins.
[Ahmad, Nasa’i, Tirmizi , [bn Majah]

7. Giving charity to neighbour: Allah says:
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Translation of Meaning: “And [show kindness] unto the neighbour who is
of kin (unto you) and the neighbour who is not of kin.” [An-Nisa:36]

Hazrat Abu Zarr (Radhi Allahu Anhu) narrated that Messenger of Allah
(lsin) said:

[?LM] « d.l\).t; 325\.;_"1' sl );\SG :\_:54:).2 c/"_\;.ja \Sl»
Translation: “When you prepare the broth, add water to that and give that
(as a present) to your neighbour.”[Muslim]

8. Giving in charity to the companions in jihad:

Messenger of Allah (g“i;ﬁ) said:
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Translation: “The most excellent dinar is one that a person spends on his

family, and the dinar which he spends on his animal in Allah’s path, and
the dinar he spends on his companions in Allah’s path.” [Muslim]

This hadith indicates that during jihad we should care for one another. On
such occasions spending on the companions, too, is a deed of jihad and
much rewarding.

9. Giving Iin charity in jihad: Allah says:
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Translation of Meaning: “Go forth, light—armed and heavy—armed, and

strive with your wealth and your lives in the way of Allah! That is best
for you if ye but knew.” [At-Taubah:41]
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Translation of Meaning: “The (true) believers are those only who believe
in Allah and His messenger and afterward doubt not, but strive with their

wealth and their lives for the cause of Allah. Such are the sincere.” [Al-
Hujraat:15]

The Messenger of Allah (,s:2) said:
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Translation: “He who equips a Ghazi (fighter) in the way of Allah is as if
he has taken part in the fighting himself; and he who looks after the
dependents of a ghazi in his absence, is as if he has taken part in the
fighting himself.” [Bukhari]
10. Continuous charity: The Messenger of Allah (%) said:
4 4 e 5143 )8 383 G ) 4506 G ) i e ) (LAYI Gl 13y
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Translation of Meaning: “When a man dies, his acts come to an end, but

three, recurring charity, or knowledge (by which people) benefit, or a
pious son, who prays for him (for the deceased).”[Muslim]

Occasions of continuing charity:

1. Facilitating drinking water, installing a hand pump or digging a
well: The Messenger of Allah (.ils.2) said:

[m\] « 9\.«3\ f_g.:.u 933:43\ J.Z'Agi»
Translation: “The most excellent charity is facilitating [drinking] water.”
[Ahmad]

Hazrat Sa’d (Radhi Allahu Anhu) said, “O Messenger of Allah (il5:2)!
My mother had died. Which is the most excellent continuing charity for
her?” The Prophet (s.%) said, “Water is the most excellent.” So, Hazrat

Sa’d (Radhi Allahu Anhu) had a well dig for her mother’s continuing
charity. [Nasa’i]

2. Feeding people: The Messenger of Islam was asked about the
righteous deeds. He said:
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Translation: “Feeding the hungry, and saying salaam to those you know
and those you don’t know.”[Bukhari& Muslim]

3. Building a mosque: The Messenger of Allah (i5:2) said:

[oloo 5 5 o] Al a0 AT 5 A 10 la T Gy
Translation: “He who built a mosque for Allah, the Exalted, Allah would
build for him a house in Paradise.”[Bukhari & Muslim]

4. Spending for preaching of the religion, distributing the copies of
the Qur’an, building houses for travellers, helping the orphan and
the widow: The Messenger of Allah (is:2) said:
ASJJ\AJLA \ﬂjjc o_).uu\.ds Mydu‘\.z\.u;_jé\lqc u.qu.q}d\d;l\\.u\u\»
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Translation : “Among the acts and good deeds that will reach a believer
after his death are: knowledge which he learnt and then spread; a
righteous son whom he leaves behind; a copy of the Qur’an that he leaves
as a legacy; a mosque that he built; a house that he built for wayfarers; a
canal that he dug; or charity that he gave during his lifetime when he was
in good health. These deeds will reach him after his death.” (Ibne- Majah)

The excellent times to give in charity:

1. Giving in charity in the month of Ramadan: Ibn Abbas (Radhi
Allahu Anhu) narrates that the “Apostle (s.%) was the most generous of
all the people, and he used to reach the peak in generosity in the month of
Ramadan when Gabriel met him. Gabriel used to meet him every night of
Ramadan to teach him the Qur’an. Allah’s Apostle was the most generous
person, even more generous than the strong uncontrollable wind (in
readiness and haste to do charitable deeds).” [Bukhari & Muslim]

2. Giving in charity in the first 10 days of Zul-Hijjah: The Messenger
of Allah (is:%) said:
[2312500] @BV 02 o i) ) Eoal L AUl Jaadl a1 e Loy
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Translation: “There is no virtue more to the liking of Allah in any day
than in these days, that is, the first ten days of Zu al-Hijjah.” [Abu
Dawood]

And it is known that charity is among the virtuous deeds that leads to
attainment of Allah’s closeness and accompany.

3. Helping someone when he needs it badly: Allah Almighty says:
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Translation of Meaning: “But he hath not attempted the Ascent —Ah,

what will convey unto thee what the Ascent is! — (It is) to free a slave,
And to feed in the day of hunger.” [Al-Balad: 11-14]

May Allah enable us all to give in charity more and more.
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